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Testimony in Support of HB 5291 
Public Health Committee 

March 16, 2018 
  
Chairmen Steinberg, Gerratana, and Somers, Ranking Member Betts, and Members of the 
Public Health Committee, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Committee for 
raising House Bill 5291: An Act Concerning Access to Information Regarding the Safety of 
Sports Helmets. 
 
This is an important bill that will allow manufacturers of protective headgear that meet the 
performance standards set forth by the National Operating Committee on Standards for 
Athletic Equipment (NOCSAE), to report to the State Department of Education (SDE), with the 
severity index unit score of the headgear.  The State Department of Education shall, within 
available appropriations, post such information contained in a report by the manufacturer, on 
the Department’s Internet web site. 
 
Providing such information on the SDE website will allow for parents of athletes to be fully 
informed when purchasing essential safety equipment for their children.   
 
I urge the Public Health Committee to address this pressing safety issue by passing House Bill 
5291. Please allow the full General Assembly the opportunity to debate this issue and to pass 
comprehensive legislation to provide important safety information to parents and athletes.  
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